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sions their fragility makes their'life quite short and therefore the cost
very high, especially when rather heavy cementation boxes are charged in
them.

Moreover, the utilization of the heat generated by the fuel is made con-

FIG. 99.                                                        ,'

siderably less perfect by the interposition of the refractory wall of the
muffle; which is not only a cause of greater consumption of fuel but aggravates
all the disadvantages which are due to slowness of heating of the boxes'. The
disadvantages just cited diminish when the muffles of refractory material
are replaced by muflELes of cast iron or cast steel, which are stronger and better